Effect of neonatal or later capsaicin treatment on bronchial reactivity in sensitized rats. Relation to humoral changes.
Treatment of ovalbumin-sensitized rats with capsaicin resulted in altered bronchial reactivity to both ovalbumin and serotonin. The increase in bronchial reactivity to ovalbumin in neonatally capsaicin-treated rats compared to animals only sensitized may be influenced by the changed ratios of IgA, IgE, and IgG antibodies, together with the inflammation in the lung. Thus, capsaicin given neonatally inhibited the formation of antibodies, both specific titers and total levels, in bronchial lavage.